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. The Nixon administra- 
tion’s public- affairs office 
has looked at the Presi- 
dent’s four-year record and 
found it good. 

In a long document re- 
leased yesterday entitled 
“Richard Nixon’s First Four 
Years: Change that Works,” 
the publicists contrast the 
dismal state of the country 
and the world four years 
ago with the situation today. 

Events, however, overtook 
the report before it could 
reach the public. 

Instead of optimism, the 
mood in Washington yester- 
day was one of black pessi- 
mism following' Henry A. 
Kissinger’s bleak assessment 
of the Paris negotiations on 
Yietnam. 

The report, handed to re- 
porters Thursday, reflected 
the euphoria that had pre- 
vailed in many quarters 
prior to Kissinger’s press 
conference. 

“The people of Vietnam 
may now anticipate an inter- 
nationally supervised cease- 
fire and the reconstruction 
of their country,” the report 
says, 

' The President’s careful 
work has “virtually com- 
pleted” the U.S. role in a Vi- 
etnam peace settlement, it 
declares. 

On Oct. 8 , the North Viet- 
namese representatives in 
Paris “abruptly backed away 
from what the President 
had called the one demand 
the United States would 
never accept,” the report 
says. ■ -r 

That was the demand that 
this country join in over 
throwing the Saigon govern-: 
ment. % 

“From that point on prog- 
ress toward a ceasefire was 
rapid,” the report continues. 
“When the breakthrough be- 
came publicly known id late 
October, the President 
voiced optimism about a set- 
tlement but emphasized that 
the U.S. would not be 
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Presidential assistant John Erlichman briefs newsmen on Mr. Nixon’s first term. 



‘stampeded’ into hasty ap- 
proval of a flawed agree- 
ment.” 

On Thursday afternoon, 
John D. Ehrlichman, assist- 
ant to the,' President for do- 
mestic affairs, and Herbert 
G. Klein," the administra- 
tion’s communications direc- 
tor and whose office pre- 
pared the report, briefed 
nfewsmen .0:1 the document 
?At one point, Ehrlichman 
said ' that while the adminis- 
tration had significantly im- 
proved the nation’s trans- 



portation system no one 
would ever be able to stand 
, up and say that all transpor- , 
tation problems had been 
solved. 

A reporter then asked 
Klein whether anyone 
would ever be able to stand 
up and say that the Vietnam 
war was ended. Klein rep- 
lied “yes,” that he was confi- 
dent a successful settlement 
would be reached. * > ' c > 

Then, less than 48 hours 
later, came Kissinger’s ad- 
mission ‘ of failure so far. in 

■ Paris. 

In the Thursday, briefing, 
Ehrlichman, ; exuding opti- 
mism about administration 
accomplishments in the do- 
mestic fields, was asked if 
any of the administration’s 
. policies had failed, 
i'jl. He acknowledged that the 
report had not gone out of 

■ its :way tot ;“emphasize” the 
mistakes that had been 
made. 

When a reporter asked 
where in all the facts pres-'' 
ented in the document he 
could find the total of the 
1 Nixon budget deficits, Ehrl- 
, ichman, for once, was at a 
loss for words. 

Someone obviously had 
forgotten to include that im- 
pressive table with its 
roughly $100 billion in red 
ink, even though it consti- 
• tuted another . historical, 
first. 

Describing progress to- . 
" ward worldwide peace, the ; 
-report says that “this trans- 



formation can be credited to 
President Nixon’s foreign 
policy during the past four 
years a policy of patient di- 
plomacy, bulldog persist- 
ence, and chesslike strat- 
egy.” 

The frustrated poet who 
wrote those lines continued 
with this less than prosaic 
account: . . J- ?.r. , 

, “Rejecting, the idea that 
the United States should be 
r either a global policeman ca- 
roming from crisis to crisis 
or an introverted dropout 
from world leadership re- 
sponsibilities, the President 
has moved instead to make 
this country the architect of 
a new structure of peace for 
the entire world commu- 
nity.” 

In contrasting the situa- 
tion in 1969, when Mr. Nixon 
took office, and today, the 
report says . that inflation 
was roaring at the rate of 
6.1 per cent in 1969 com- 
pared with 3.2 per cent in 
the first 14 months of the 
President’s new economic 
policy, inaugurated in Au- 
. ..gust, 197,1. 

Federal income taxes have 
been reduced by 66 per cent 
for a family of four making 
$5,000; 26 per cent for a fam- 
ily of four making $10,000; 
20 per cent for a family of 
four making $15,000, the re- 
port said. ^ 

. Income taxes on individu- 
als have been cut by $22 bil- 
f lion and on corporations by 
$5 billion during the Nixon 
administration, it says. 



The Cold War was raging 
in 1969 and the United 
States had more that a half 
million troops in Vietnam. 
But today, there are 25,200 
troops in Vietnam and the 
cold war has “diminished, if 
not ended,” it says. 

There were 3.5 million 
men in uniform in 1969 com- 
pared with 2.4 million today. 
Draft calls have been cut 
from 299,000 in 1968 to 50,- 
-000 in 1972, the report says. 

Four years ago, 45 per 
cent of the federal budget 
went for defense and 32 per 
cent for human resources, 
whereas today 45 per. cent is 
for human resources and 32 
per cent is for defense, it 
says. ’ v ” P 

In 1969, 68 per cent of 
black children in the South 
attended all-black schools 
where as only 8 per cent do 
today. The national figures 
show a decline from 40 per 
cent to 12. 

There were 27 top women 
“appointments and promo- 
tions” during the Johnson 
administration compared to 
118 so far in the Nixon ad- 
ministration, the report says. 

It says that crime was in- 
creasing at a rate of 122 per 
cent in the 1960-68 period 
compared to 6 per cent in 
1971. 

“Change that works: these 
words sum up the accom- 
plishments of the first four 
Nixon years — and the goals 
of the President’s second 
term,” the report says. 




